
United States Department of the Interior !'A -.-+ .'= -" -. - x--v-w - ---. . 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service For HCRS use only 

Nations! Register of Historic Places 
BnvenBory-Momination Form 

ceived re1 

date entered 

See instructions in How to  Complete National Register Forms 
Type all-entries-complete applicable sections 

8 .  Mame 

historic Wood H a l l  
- - 

and/or common Milton H a l l  an ref e r r ed )  

2. Location 

street&number S t a t e  Route 600 N/A not for publication 

city, town Callaghan N /A - vicinity of congressional district 6 t h  (M. Caldwell  B u t l e r )  

state V i r g i n i a  code 51 county A l l e g h a n ~  code 005 

Category Ownership 
- district - public 
X X - building(s) - private 
- structure - both 
- site Public Acquisition 
- object - in process 

- being considered . 

N/A 

Status 
X occupied 
- unoccupied 
- work in progress 
Accessible 
X - yes: restricted 
- yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present Use 
- agriculture - museum 
- commercial - park 
- educational X - private residence 
- entertainment - religious 
- government - scientific 
. industrial . t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  . I :  

- militarv - other: 

nameMrs. Mary Dudley Dowdy 
. . 

street & number RID' 1 Box 4 1 4  

city, town 
N/A - vicinity of state V i r g i n i a  24012 

5. Location of Begall Description 

courthouse, reqistrv of deeds, etc. Alleghany County Courthouse 

street & number N/A 

citv. town Covington state V i r g i n i a  

6. Representation in Existing S U ~ W ~ Y S  ( 2 )  % (See d l )  Cont inua t ion  Sheet  

(1) H i s t o r i c  American Bui ld ings  
title Survey Inventory has this property been determined elegible? - yes - X no 

date 1958 X federal - state - county - local 

depository for survey records Lib ra ry  of Congress 

city, town Washington state D. C .  



7. Description 

Condition 
X 

Check one 
X 

Check one 
X - excellent -deteriorated - unaltered - oriainal site 

- good - ruins - altered - 
-fair - unexposed 

- 
.moved date NIA 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Milton Hall ,  a l s o  known a s  Wood Hal l  and Oak Hal1 , i s  a p ic turesque  Gothic Revival- 
s t y l e  res idence  s i t e d  on a t e r r a c e  overlooking Johnson's Creek o f f  Route 600 i n  Alleghany 
County. The house 's  r u r a l  s e t t i n g  i s  enhanced by a small  wooded mountain t h a t  r i s e s  
immediately t o  t h e  r e a r  (west) of t h e  house, providing a l u s h  background of t r e e s .  The 
double-pi le ,  two-story, b r i c k  house was executed i n  1874 i n  random f i v e - t o  seven-course- 
American-bond b r i c k  above a stuccoed b r i c k  water t a b l e .  

The f r o n t  ( e a s t )  e l e v a t i o n  conta ins  t h e  main entrance,  prefaced by a two-story, gable- 
roof en t rance  tower. The deeply  p r o j e c t i n g  tower has c l a sp ing  b u t t r e s s e s  and pointed-arch 
openings topped by f i n e l y  executed corbeled b r i c k  hood molds. The porch 's  second s t o r y  
has an o r i e l  window on t h e  main e l e v a t i o n  wi th  three-par t  casement windows on t h e  no r th  
and south  wa l l s .  The windows a r e  s h e l t e r e d  by shal low hipped r o o f s  t h a t  p r o j e c t  from t h e  
eaves course.  The t reatment  i s  repea ted  on t h e  no r th  e l eva t ion .  The porch 's  gable  roof 
i s  f lanked by l a r g e  c r o s s  gab le s  wi th  decora t ive  s c r o l l e d  wooden vergeboards,  pendants, 
and h ip  knobs. The t rea tment  is repeated on t h e  gables  of t h e  no r th  and south  e l eva t ions .  
The s t r u c t u r e  is covered by a gable  roof wi th  c r o s s  gables .  The roof is covered by t i n  
executed i n  an embossed p a t t e r n .  A s e r v a n t s '  wing, extending t o  t h e  r e a r ,  is a l s o  covered 
by a gable  roof .  Mil ton Ha l l  is f o r t u n a t e  i n  t h e  p rese rva t ion  of i ts  p ic turesque  corbeled 
b r i c k  chimneys wi th  d iv ided  s t acks .  

The main en t r ance  c o n s i s t s  of double doors  wi th  pointed-arch l i g h t s  f lanked by pointed- 
a rch  s i d e l i g h t s .  Fenes t r a t ion  c o n s i s t s  of one-, two-, and three-par t  casement windows 
with c l ea r -g l a s s  transoms topped by corbeled b r i c k  hood molds. The window casements appear 
t o  be o r i g i n a l .  

The i n t e r i o r  of Milton Hal l  is r a t h e r  p l a i n ,  suggest ing t h a t  t h e  house was meant t o  
be embellished i n s i d e  wi th  decora t ive  wallpaper ,  c a r p e t s ,  and d r a p e r i e s .  The house has  
a c e n t r a l - h a l l  p lan  which con ta ins  t h e  main s t a i r .  A secondary s t a i r  is contained i n  a 
l a t e r a l  r e a r  h a l l  t h a t  connects  t h e  se rvan t s '  q u a r t e r s  w i t h  t h e  main p a r t  of t h e  house. 
The open-well, open-string main s t a i r  has scroll-sawn brackets ,  a paneled spandre l ,  a molded 
handra i l ,  and a turned n e w e l .  A baseboard r u n s  t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  s t a i r  t o  t h e  second 
f l o o r .  The h a l l  con ta ins  a p l a i n  mantel.  The main p a r l o r  and d in ing  room a r e  loca ted  t o  
t h e  south  of t h e  main s t a i r .  Both rooms a r e  connected by s l i d i n g  doors  and r e t a i n  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  simply executed mantels  and baseboards. The den and s i t t i n g  room a r e  loca ted  t o  
t h e  no r th  of t h e  h a l l .  The rooms a r e  connected by a pointed-arch opening t h a t  was r e c e n t l y  
rediscovered,  having been blocked i n  a remodeling. The no r theas t  p a r l o r  mantel has  been 
removed, whi le  t h e  northwest  den r e t a i n s  i ts  simply executed mantel ,  The p resen t  k i tchen  
was o r i g i n a l l y  an arcaded porch t h a t  has  been enclosed. The o r i g i n a l  s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s  

nave been converted i n t o  a s e p a r a t e  apartment.  The second-floor bedrooms r e t a i n  t h e i r  
p l a i n  mantels .  

A former c a r e t a k e r ' s  c o t t a g e  su rv ives  e a s t  of t h e  main house a s  t h e  only  o r i g i n a l  
outbui lding.  It has  been renovated f o r  u s e  a s  a garage and res idence .  While t h e  o r i g i n a l  
landscape p lan  is l o s t ,  bushes and t r e e s  su rv ive  around t h e  main house. A number of r u s t i c  
co t t ages  have been erec ted  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  e s t a t e .  

RCC 

(See Continuat ion Sheet  # I )  



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
-- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
_X 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic -conservation - law - science 
-agriculture -economics - literature -sculpture 
X' architecture -education -military 2 social1 
-art - engineering -music humanitarlan 
- commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications - industry - politics/government - transportation 

-invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1874 BuilderlArchitect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Nestled among t h e  mountains i n  a remote corner  of western Vi rg in i a ,  Milton Hal l  s tands  
a s  an expression of a renewed B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t  i n  new-world r e a l  e s t a t e  t h a t  developed 
immediately a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War. During t h a t  per iod ,  many upper-class Br i tons  acquired 
property i n  t h i s  country,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  South, f o r  e i t h e r  investment o r  r e l i e f  from 
t h e  B r i t i s h  c l imate .  This  d i s t i n c t l y  English-looking Gothic v i l l a  was erec ted  i n  1874 
f o r  William Wentworth Fi tzWill iam, Viscount Milton, whose wife ,  Lady Laura Milton, brought 
him t o  Alleghany County f o r  h i s  h e a l t h .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  Milton Hal l  is s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  a 
l a t e  use of t h e  Gothic Revival mode, i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  l i n g e r i n g  popu la r i ty  of t h e  s t y l e  
among t h e  B r i t i s h  a f t e r  i t  passed from fash ion  f o r  r u r a l  res idences  i n  t h i s  country.  
With i ts  many gab les ,  bu t t r e s sed  porch tower, and Gothic trimmings, t h e  house presents  
an exo t i c  c o n t r a s t  t o  i ts  r u s t i c  surroundings. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The i n t e r e s t  among t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  American proper ty ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Southern 
s t a t e s  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  century,was pinpointed by a n  English j o u r n a l i s t  of t h e  time: 

... it was t h e  country f o r  t h e  moment f o r  t h e  educated Englishman.. 
i t  possessed, moreover, a f l a v o r  of romance, due p a r t l y  ... t o  B r i t -  
i s h  upper-class  sympathy f o r  t h e  South during t h e  war. Here, 
then,  was a ready-made country,  occupied indeed f o r  two o r  t h r e e  
c e n t u r i e s  wi th  commodious homesteads and smooth-lying open lands  
s e l l i n g  f o r  what then seemed.. .a  mere song .l 

Thus, t h e  purchase of 130 a c r e s  of land i n  western V i r g i n i a ' s  Alleghany County f o r  Lady 
and Lord Milton, both members of t h e  B r i t i s h  educated c l a s s ,  was not  so unusual a s  one 
might suppose. Lady Mil ton r epor t ed ly  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  c l ima te  and atmosphere would be  
b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  of her  i n v a l i d  husband. 

Milton Ha l l  s t ands  on proper ty  west of Covington, where i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  century  a 
tavern was e s t ab l i shed  by Dennis Callaghan t o  se rve  t r a v e l e r s  heading w e s t  through t h e  
Alleghenies .  It was s o l d  wi th  130 a c r e s  i n  1873 t o  a t r u s t e e  f o r  Lady Milton. A p l a t  
made f o r  t h e  s a l e  shows t h e  t ave rn  bu i ld ings  along wi th  a schoolhouse a t  t h e  southwest 
corner of t h e  pa rce l .  Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  new owners, t h e  tavern  bui ld ing  
burned, and i n  t h e  fol lowing year  t h e  p resen t  house, Mil ton Ha l l ,  f i r s t  c a l l e d  Wood Ha l l ,  
was b u i l t .  

The a r c h i t e c t  of Mil ton H a l l  un fo r tuna te ly  is unknown. Although t h e  house is d e f i n i t e l y  
a n  American f a b r i c a t i o n ,  t h e  b a s i c  scheme could have been prepared by a B r i t i s h  a r c h i t e c t  
o r  der ived  from B r i t i s h  p a t t e r n  books, e i t h e r  of which is l i k e l y  under t h e  circumstances. 
The l a c k  of anything s i m i l a r  i n  t h e  r eg ion  would c e r t a i n l y  suggest  t h a t  l o c a l  t a l e n t  was 

(See Continuat ion Sheet ill) 
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(Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Archives -- 10. Geographical Data \ c- 
Acreage of nominated property I% acres 
Quadrangle name Callaghan, V i rg in i a  Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 

UMT References 

A 1 51 81 ]1 61 41 C( 1 41 11 81 51 61 21 01 
Zone Easting Northing 

. . 

Zone Easting 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and  just i f icat ion Beginning on W s i d e  of s e r v i c e  road,  about 950' N of 
1-64 and about  1,100' W of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of VA 600 and VA 661; thence extending about 350' S 
along W s i d e  of s e r v i c e  road;  thence about 300' W t o  1,440' contour;  thence about 300' N a lon  
s a i d  contour; thence about  200' E t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  
Lls t  a l l  s tates and  count ies for  propert ies overlapping s ta te  or county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N/A code county N/A code 

1 1 . Form Prepared By 

nameltltle Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comiss ion  S ta f f  

organization Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comiss ion  date January 1981 

street number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

city or town Richmond state V i r g i n i a  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated slgnlficance of this property within the state is: 

- national X -state - local 
- -- 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer e National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
6651, 1 herebv nominate this property for inclusion in Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated 
acc'ordlng tothe criteria and'procedures set forth by # Hefiage Conservation ?)cl Recreation Service. 

State Historlc Preservation Officer signature f l@zL 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1969, 1979 S t a t e  
Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i rg in i a  23219 

7. DESCRIPTION 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  

The nominated proper ty  f o r  Milton H a l l  is 1% acres .  The t r a c t ,  a  f r a c t i o n  of t h e  
1873 pa rce l  of 130 a c r e s ,  is drawn t o  inc lude  t h e  main house, an outbui ld ing ,  and former 
garden s i t e s .  The o r i g i n a l  acreage  has  been subdivided.  

8.  SIGNIFICANCE 

not  r e l i e d  on f o r  t h e  design.  Also, t h e  very  sober ,  almost b leak  cha rac te r  of t h e  a rch i -  
t e c t u r e  i s  much more i n  t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  B r i t i s h  Gothic Revival  than t h e  l i g h t e r ,  more 
f e s t i v e  American approach t o  t h e  s t y l e .  I n  any case ,  by t h e  1870s t h e  Gothic s t y l e  was 
r a r e l y  used f o r  American domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e  but  remained q u i t e  popular i n  Great B r i t a i n ,  
a  f a c t  t h a t  f u r t h e r  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  no t ion  t h a t  Mil ton H a l l ' s  des ign  came from ac ross  t h e  
A t l a n t i c .  The i n t e r i o r  d e t a i l i n g ,  however, i s  r a t h e r  ord inary ,  being what one would ex- 
pec t  i n  any middle-size Vi rg in i a  house of t h e  period.  So while  t h e  e x t e r i o r  is a r e f l e c -  
t i o n  of imported t a s t e ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  apparent ly  was l e f t  t o  l o c a l  craftsmen. 

Lady Milton re turned  t o  England on two occasions t o  o b t a i n  fu rn i sh ings  f o r  her  new 
home and, when it was completed, gave a  grand b a l l  t o  which many a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  were in-  
v i t e d .  The t i t l e d  couple were l o c a l  c e l e b r i t i e s  dur ing  t h e i r  b r i e f  s t a y  i n  Alleghany 
County. I n  1877 t h e  Mil tons re turned  t o  England, and Lord Milton d ied  t h e  same year a t  
age 37 a t  Rouen i n  France. Lady Milton re turned  once more t o  her  V i rg in i a  home i n  1883 
and remained about a  year .  She d ied  i n  1884 a f t e r .  r e tu rn ing  t o  England. The property 
was l e f t  t o  Lady Mi l ton ' s  two s i s t e r s .  

I n  1889 Mil ton H a l l  was purchased by Captain H .  E .  W.  Rumbold, a l s o  a  n a t i v e  of 
England. A former c a p t a i n  of t h e  Essex R i f l e s  and v e t e r a n  of t h e  Crimean War, Rumbold 
witnessed t h e  Charge of t h e  Light  Brigade, made famous by Tennyson's poem. For most of 
t h e  20th century  t h e  proper ty  was owned by Hugh M. McAll is ter ,  a  l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n  who in-  
s t a l l e d  modern conveniences but  r e t a ined  t h e  i n t e r i o r  woodwork and f i r e p l a c e s .  The pres- 
e n t  owner is Mrs. Mary Dudley Dowdy. 

MTP/RCC 

l ~ r a d l e ~ ,  A. G . ,  Other Days, Recol lec t ions  of Rural England and Old Virg in ia ,  1860- 
1880 (London, 1913), pp. 254-256. - 








